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Ceorgiana Lolea

Enshrouded in a veil of oblivion, Eastern European travelogues shed liglit
both on the travel r,v'riters'homelands and on the cultures and societies under
scrutiny. Hence, "the soul of the East" deserves as much consideration for
a better comprehension of European travels and travel writing as "the soul
of the West". As a passing note, thougir Leed's rnajor goal is to map ,,the

mind of the traveler", he completely leaves aside all travel writings by
women while also openly assefting that: "Travel has been the rnedium of
traditional male irnmortalities." ( 1 99 1 : 2 86)

Youngs and Forsdick (20L2:13) put foruard a far more balanced vierv
since they readily acknou,ledge that "perhaps the most important work to be
done is the circulation of scholarship on travel writing in the non-Anglophone
tradition." And w,hen it cornes to travei theory on the East European space)
the serninal work that anchored my thesis was the groundbreaking project
East Laoks West (2AAB). edited by trrendy Bracewell and by Alex Drace-
Francis. This three-part set, which has swept the dust off a series of Eastern
European travel writings (to western Europe), stands as a laudatorv research
enterprise w-hich hes undoubtedly cast the East into a better tright and stirued
other scholars' and researchers' interest in travel writings coming frour this
European region. My two case sttldies - the American travelogues by petr.r

cornarnescu and by Stelian Tdnase - closely follow in the footsteps of this
newly-opened scholarly direction.

My initiai intercst in the field was ignited biz the shiny prornises
tliat the genre of trar.el rvriting holds dear: to unrar.el new cultures and
illuminate facets of near or far eiviiizations through personal encounters.
However, this rosy-spectacle perspective quickly dissipates upon a ciose
examination. The genre 's entanglements with power and colonialisrn and
its furthering of agendas meaut to promote global trierarchies which rn,oulcl
always shape the other as inferior has lreen criticized sirrce the Iate 1970s,
bv leading schalars such as said (i978), Mary Louise Pratt (1992) or }rerer
F{ulme (i985/1992). Accorclingl} a significant part of travel theory }ras
been piugged to the idea of empire and later on, to feminist interests. Anri
this, in itself, lras encompassed one of the greatest researcir chalienges:
Iinding niclres u'ithin the discipline and a framework for these travelergues
ftorl the East in order fbr me to unpack the two American trarrelogues
(case studies) about Los Angeles. Ireinicatrly eirough. tliis 'Wesi/East 

pursh-
and-pull is embedded in the genre of travel writing studies u,hich has beeri,
in its turn, marginalized u'ithin the academv (Youngs. z\lz,j anrl retregated
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Ceorsiana Lolea

are signs of a deleated self. ln the Anrerican citl' celcbrating jt,ie de vivrc
and inviting one to ohlivion, Tdnase is trapped in an inescapable circle of
pemranefit comparisons rvith the East Europeau cor.nlrruiiist p:st. ,Ls such,
his travelogue calt be read as thr: testimonv of an intellectual u'hc enters l,os
Angelcs carrylng the L:urden of (post-socialist) East Europe. Consequenti\,,
i appti, llic lens of reconciliatrorl, travel to Tdnase's American joumal to
opcn rrD a journal tliat rer,'isits and debales lilsiour communist past, fraught
u,iLir nlistakes, faih.ircs. cos,arriict-. and disappoinrirrcnt.

On the othe;: l-iand. Llcmarrescu's C--alifornia becou:es a syneceloche"

stanilir.s ilu Lhe'nr,irole of'the Unitcd Srates. u.ith all of it:: camplexities and

ccr-;traclictions. The ih'.:.iltes in Clor"namescu's American jou,nal arc t-arr-riliar

lerritorv to most tralr.icrs, exiles or u.rr'ters of tllc Ciqv of Angeis: the
"ultcal" city antl tl-re tnakc-sliift nrctropolis par excei]ence" tlie chirrerical
IJolly,il'ood c'l'rlie 1920s (he r,isitcd Paramouur; Studios r.hrle the movie
.ltt .4tne ricctn Tra gedr r.,'as being shot and had ciose encou;rters u,ith nrany
Holll.rvood st:lr*r), arici tite reiigious fer.,,r:r in the city - the r.couilr of his
lisit te'' Sistc;'i\ir;rre sc*rple lv{cPher:son's.\ngclus Ter:-rp]e is r,n a par x'itil
C-lare], \{cWiilia;rs'. N{cncken's or Ilf and i}etrcv's rendiur:,ns. Indeed.
tirese Rcilauian .,lriLei's'r,;orks per"iccllv erernpliii i:crv 'rravel rvriting ls
lnextricai-.iv iiirkc.:d uot ttnl1, io the unrar.elirrg o1'thc 1131,s|6:1's c,un self
:nt1 crf ihe cu1'lioiai llcrirace ufiich informs his r.rr hcr renoilage, but also to
ihe intcrsaiiolal clisc,"r:'sivc networ{< rvhich sr:rronnds r^ire ra,rrfel 's spccilic
niiional con1...i1. \,fv pro-jet-rt therefbre stallcis as a 1hree-]ir,cl enclcuvar.
arlempiing to ilir:minrii-c iiicets of the trar.eler's *i;-: self-. rrii"lis ho:lcianci.
and oi'lhc cit-v 

'.:iizc,J 
ulo-r.

i'"'fr'1l:r::is is s:r'r,lir-il-eC in tlrree parts, u'1r',ch artd tr:,;1le ktroductiou
and the Co:lclusion, l-hr flrst ciiapter ollers ii ri.:ad rllrlr r:f the ficld .:f
ira-,'sl virrtilg:;t,udi:s,. rvhicir iook cicar shapc in thu: l9!0s ir:i "a colic-l ,ll-:i

a-r.,J cslillrlishe,J ir;r:a il its o'ur,i: right th;t is. rr.rr'il il:: u'rn i:rstiruriinal
a;rprlrir,li.is suili us jti":lni,1s. ccnters. associaiit-n:;):r:'eftLrJat colrfciet-,r:es.
Cisrr:us.sion li,-iLs. l,riti prrditgoeica] rnaleriajs" (1',:utigs ;ii.:-l Fi:rsrJick.2ilIl:
:'). Tr;i'ei u;'ilj:rq sir;dicls- iloil'ever, rvas r:onsidercd r.o b,* g "'lriin:,r.'
siibject c;;'stlii;'r',itt;r 11 iirst stanedto gain p{ii:..11x*,i..';ts a il:lcipi;le.,lrs:
iilustlaterl bv'i-l:irn'ir:.c;,n (2i) I ]j. tlie delti;t:c,i^r r',1'ii-;l,ci r',-riirir! to lhl rlr:!.r:;
ui'a t:til-ttrr sel.ilr: l'raij (et i*ast iu part'l to r-l* *ir"h ,ls l:iltorii:ill lr1iijt1[iil.
and rl'rlh i1s cniangL-Li atrd conrplex rei:ltitutlL!i:r, .,,, ll!r riltr;r l'i,.:l.is. s,;.:i, is
otllnc ql rp;11"'. *ritlrrc,,:l lo [\," s i ] iterature.
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